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“Our Flag Was Still There”
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USS Constitution and HMS Guerriere, August |9, 1812.
(U.S. Naval Academy Museum)

An Act of Congress, Public
Law 90-312, declared the water-
front area shown in magenta to
be ncnnavigable.
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Commodore William Bainbridge, one of USS Constitution’s
wartime commanders. (U.S. Naval Academy Museum)

,A,
Officers and crew of HMS Shannon boarding and capturing USS Chesapeake,
June I, 1813. (Naval History & Heritage Command)
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nation’s navigational charts, still
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Boston, the U.S. Navy, and the War of 1812 4

n the eve of the War of 1812, even before the United States Congress
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a depot of naval supplies. Commodores John Rodgers and Stephen Decatur of

the United States Navy independently recommended Boston as a naval base. « ~o 31 ’s
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Navy’s first ships of the line, Independence, Navy ships. When Captain James Lawrence sailed Chesapeake directly from Boston NN e e BB ———_=o
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launched from the Charlestown Navy Yard, = Harbor into combat with the blockading HM frigate Shannon rather than escape into

and the U.S. sloop of war Frolic was built the open ocean, he lost the battle, his life, and his ship but earned immortal fame with
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in a private yard in Boston during the war. his battle cry, “Don’t give up the ship!

NOTE D
CAUTICN

Area is open to unrestricted surface navigation
but all vessels are to use extreme caution not to
anchor within Tunnel Areas.

Boston merchants purchased the armed

Naval supplies freighted from Boston to the forces fighting on Lake Ontario helped

schooner Commodore Hull, originally built

ensure that the U.S. Navy’s ships there were adequately armed and fitted out to meet

as a privateer, and loaned it to the Navy for

the enemy in battle. Sailors from navy ships at the Charlestown Navy Yard and those
coastal convoy escort to protect commercial

recruited at naval rendezvous in Boston transferred to the Great Lakes in 1813 and

sh'ipp figg o dlg pedhiions Ly Snill served at the victorious Battle of Lake Erie, preserving the states of the Old Northwest
privateers. for the United States. Sailors similarly recruited at Boston in 1814 helped win the Battle
'The British Admiralty recognized that of Lake Champlain, causing the precipitous retreat of the invading army and ensuring 25 FiRods
the winter climate, with its promise of that the United States had a strong negotiating position at the peace talks that led to the
(U.gagjvr;&”gjjeiyﬁzg;m) violent winter storms from November to Treaty of Ghent of Christmas Eve, which ended the war.
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