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The first official chart produced by the United States was of Bridgeport Harbor, Connecticut. 
It was produced in 1835 and is on the Internet at http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/csdl/ctp/abstract.htm. 
 
Calendar prepared by the Office of Coast Survey, NOAA, www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, 1-301-713-2770. 
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31 Note:  The Office of Coast Survey, NOAA, is sponsoring a public workshop on the “Chart of the Future and E-
Navigation” in cooperation with the U.S. Hydro 2009 Conference – May 11, 9:00-12:00, Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel, 
Norfolk, VA. 
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Chart Histories 
 

A "History of Cartographic Work" is continually maintained for 
every chart to document the application of all source material. 
This form is a permanent record of the compilation process and 
contains a complete and detailed record of all available 
information used or consulted in the compilation.  
 

Each piece of source material containing an item within the chart 
limits is entered on the history and the disposition of each item is 
clearly stated.  Information used for compilation comes from 
hydrographic surveys and descriptive reports, photogrammetric 
maps and descriptive reports, blueprints, letters, chart evaluation 
surveys and reports, field examinations and reports, dredging 
reports, triangulation records,….  In addition, other information 
affecting the chart is on the history with the resulting charting 
action taken. This includes Cartographic Orders, memos, format 
changes, etc.  Items which are unavailable or which the 
cartographer cannot fully apply are also accounted for.  
 

Chart histories are used to insure the comprehensive disposition 
of all source materials that apply to a chart, to support external 
inquiries, and to respond to litigation.  They are permanent 
federal records preserved by either NOAA or the National 
Federal Records Center.   

   
 
 


